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Interesting Newspaper Account
From 1948 Gives Insight About
A.K. Mozumdar and
The Camp He Built

Following is a true typewritten copy of a story appearing in the
Crestline Courier newspaper giving a good introduction to A.K.
Mozumdar and Camp Mozumdar. This copy was made shortly after
the article appeared - typewritten, of course, because this was many
years before copy machines. This copy is courtesy of Rolf Solstad,
grandson of William Lodge, Camp Mozumdar architect and personal
friend of Mozumdar.
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MOZUEDAKR (N THE TilPLE
By Carl A. Anderson,

Carl 5. anderson, the author of this article, was formerly a news
paper men and County Supt. of schools in MclLeod County, Minn., He has
traveled extensively in many lands and hes written many simllar articles
for newspapers, magazines and radlo programs, assisted by his wife,

The following srticle gives a deep insight into the life and work
of Mr., uozumdar whose philosophy and religion have long been a source of
mystery, The origin and purpose of ifozumdar's pisturesque shrine, the
Temple of Christ and the Pillers of God, are fully explained by ..
snderson, as well a&s the character, the philosophy and the 1ife work of
an oriental teacher of Christianity. .Altogether too freguently Mr,
Mozumdar has been dubbed a "Hindu fakir”, "eult lesder" and "pagan" by
people who sre 1ll-informed and make assumptlions without regerd for
truth, Thanks to ir. inderson and this sincere article we galn a picture
of a lovable men, a Christlan teacher, and a man whose name 1s synono-
mous with the 3an Bernardino mountains, A, K. Mozumdar,

Bditor,

Tourists who fifst visit the shrine near Crestline, Celif, find it
a riddle, On the map it is & spot marked "'ozumdar Lodge"”. © conspirasey
of silence seems to have been maintained by the oity press and autoe
mobile clubs, conseguently it was quite by accident the I discovered the
shrine, No one had told me gbout it, When ths car nosed up a steel
knoll just beyond Cedarpines Park I saw a sight whieh T sh.ll never
forget, I held my bresth, I saw the first of the architecturasl miracle
that is !lozundar.

In the midst of & grove of pines stood s dozen ghite tall stone
pillars, set in a semipeircle, in the stone wall ocireling the open air
bowl or amphitheatre, They seemed like hands stretching out from the
mountain top to Heaven, "Pillars of God", ifozumdsr ealls this theatre.
There is a pillar for each apostle with a giant crushed granlte cement
eross in the center, back of the altur for the crucified laster.

This was not a Greek structure = thank God, The country is lite-
tered with Greco-Koman architecture,

rieres, I realized, were Yankee, Angloeisxon, Christian concepts
conceived and gendered in the mind of an oriental, fascinated by mountain
beauty. Flung to the alr before me, these pllleps of granite masonry,
four feet square at the base, rose sbout thirty feet, tapering off and
bearing high an electric globe, When the electricity is turned on after
dark the piliars flash out as if they had esught the fire of heaven from
the myriad stars over the mountain top.
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The Spirlt of kozumdar.

4 lesrge poster at the entrance to the Plllars of God read aa
Tollows:

"If you are weary and heavy laden and afflicted with sorrow and
suffering, and 1f you desire healing of your body and mind, rest here
for a while, the ETIRNAL CHRIST will give you peace and rest and health
of your body and nind., Banish all worry and fear. TFeel the proteeting
arm of theeverlasting FATHIR. PFRACE BE WITH YOU,."

This conveys {0 the visitor pretty well what the spirit of
Mozumdar gstands fTor in his shrine, In a world where one finds on every
corner an enterprise which seekd to make a profit out of the wayfarer,
it is indeed a relief to find one spot where one can ¢ome and go, enjoy
the accomodatlion, vlew the scenery and great works of architecturs
without price or reqard. An opportunity is offered for all whb wish to
help, but even that Is extended as a favor to those who feel they want
to share in the work,

Who is A, K, Hozumder,

Akhoy Fumaer Mozumdar was born in Bengal, the son of an asttorney
there. Akhoy Fumer means "Son of God", a name given him by his mother
when she early discovered his spirlitual nature, He was a timlt, quiet
boy who had to wear heaby double lense glasses and was muckh interssted
in the art practiced by oriental "heaslers", He had very little formal
education as he left home at sixteen and became an ascetic, studied
various religlions, even muking a journey to Bethlehem to find cut about
Christ and His teachings.

His teacher of "guru” advised him to to to the United States. He
first went to China and Japan, snd finaelly got passage in the steerage
on a tramp stesmer which landed him in Seattle in 1903 at the age of 25,
There he made his home with a Swedish family who taught him English.
Ho wes frail, weighing only 110 pounds and still had to wear double
lense glasgses, He became interested in the dynamic force of the Christian
relliglon and took Christ's wordx as the literal truth., He belleved in
healling and began to overcome his timidity and poor sight. He liked
the boldness, the positiweness of Christianity.

The Prophet comes to the Mountain,

In the San Berpnardlno mountalns he found conditions and the sc¢snery
much like that of his nstive land, He first bought ten acres of lend
and bullt the "Lodge" overlooking the valley to the north. This has
since been increased to 97 ncres,

He taught and healed in San Diego, Los Angeles, Seattle, Tacoma,
Spokane, Portland, Oskland, Alameda, ‘lleaukee, Vashlngton D.C., Berkeley,
Cincinnati, Chlesgo and New York., In this way he came in contact with
many people who offered their services asnd thelr money, Among these was
Mrs., M. E. 3plane who had lost a son in “Yorld War 1. At the Pillars of
God amphitheatre a copper placque was erected in her honor snd reads:

"In lMemory of My Son, Alvin Wm., Splane. May All Nations snd Creeds
Worship Here, Free From Pride And Prejudice, Under the Banner Of Christ.
M.‘. E. SplanB o"

All Bonations were credited to the donor and the money was useé
to advance the work. Others, have come forward to further the work and
there 1ls promise of nore funds as soon as the present inflation subsides,
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The Temple of Christ,

Beyond the lLodge ls the Peurl of (Crestline - the Temple - the Taj
“fahal of the mountains, some call it. The "7Pemple of Chris t" iozunmdar
has aamed 'it,

The Temple of Christ is the crowning achlevement of the trinity of
structursas,

I bad to vislt it agaln and sguin to let my eyes feast on its
beauty. Then I had the good fortune o meet the architect, Willlam P,
wodge, of Lan Diego, Calif. e is a %all, fraeil, modest man, a devout
follower of Hozumdsr, who gave his inspiration gratuitously to the cause,

"Where did you get the insplration for the Temple? I asked,

"Prince Mozumdar came to me early one morning and told me what he
wanted,” he answered. "We stepped off the ground; I sketched out the
plcture thut came tc me es 1f in a dream., Now here 1t is.”

It is only a 1ittle thing - as a paerl, Jewel, s dlamond is tiny,
but precious and beautiful., Possibly the foundation is & hundred feet
square, bullt of native grey rock, On it is bullt the lowsr deck or
galierle whlich surrounds the shrine and affords one a promenads from
which to ecirele the bullding und view the pinse-clad mountain peaks and
the swe-inapiring valley almost five thousand feet below,

From the galleria one can see 01ld Baldy to the north-west and the
peaks back of Arrowhead to the north-east, Right below the precipice,
1400 feet down is Miller Creek, The 'lojave desert stretches out before
one's syes 5000 feet below - an inspiring sight. In the far distance
lies Victorvilie.

The plllars and railings around the galleria are mude of pressed
erushed ganite rocks and cement, giving them a rich greyish shade of
color, The pllier heads besr the lotus desaign and the segmental arch
between the posts is of orientsl acorn design, mabching the design of
the cupolaes, A balecony, whlch may aiso afford visitors a view of the
landscape, has not been completed,

Inside thls central frame rises the mein structurse of the tewple
about ten feet shove the balcony, The walls have lattice designs on
sll sides wlth heavy corner block designs. This cement work is of the
finest construction and the cement 1s hand poured, making it flawless
end smooth as if polished. The bullding is believed to be almost
indesatructible, but vindels sare putting it toc a severe test,

A large double door leads into the shrine from the front with
gseveral small doors on the sides and rear. The front door, reached
by nlne steps is square and ornate with sky blue tile framlng over the
portico.

48 we talked I asked 1. Lodge where he got his ideas of the
varlous designs, "I was drawing upon a smattering of anclent arche
itecture I had studied.”



Page L4 Mozumdar and the Temple,

Nearly aslways he answered very nmodestly, "I don't know - just
inspiration.” And I thought = how true the architecture is a collecw
tion of inspiration,

The Inner Shrine.

He took me into the inner shrine ~ the main bvuilding, I was
surprised that it was so small, only about LC feet square., Then I
realized that it was not a church, but an art gallery, without windows
but with niches for paintings of the 1ife of Christ., A gsllery with
a cireulsr railing is to serve the same purpose when completed, Work
was halted by finenciel dlfficulties and the war, TIn the mesntime
windows and doors are being broken.

"Look at this," he said, picking up a plece of heavy wire-glass.
"Thet is from the centrsl dome, Someone got up there with a heavy
Lhammer." _

"How can enyone get up there?" I asked,

Then he c¢alled nmy attention to the inverted steps which forms the
ceiling inside, but from the top mekes wide steps from the four sides
and corners, We went cutside end noticed that four small cupolas rise
from the four corners, supported by four square uprights of concrete,
At the top of the steps, on a central platform, is the centrel large
cupola or dome ralsed on elight square concrete pillars. Tge cupolas
sre of oriental or acorn design and masterpieces of symmetry and of
beautiful granite hue., The cupclas and dome asre undoubtedly designed
to house sacred statues, with the Christ figure in the large dome,

The Philosophy of Mozumdar,
"What does 1t rll mean?® visitors tc the shrine sgsk,

I think most people asround Crestline are Drulds = tree worshie
prers -~ like me, When I see the little pines growing close together,
struggling to live, and gian% pines here and there, monarchs of their
realm, I ask; "Why?"

I believe Mozumdar may have an answer. He explalins why we try teo
live on in this unhappy, troublasome world, and not ell lie down snd
quit,

Gemza from Mozumdar,

Here are some of the gems of his philosophy:

*vour mind is your inner empire. Whatever vou viaiton yvonrself in
your mental enpire, tha ssme you heoocne,

"Your underatending of Truth may change, but Truth itself never
changes, With your broeder visgion of Truth, you hecome less blzoted
and more tolarant. ”

"A11l humen beinge are your brother men, regardless of race, color
or creed,

"Your individual raciasl or nstional woes are due 1o your ungodly
selfish thoughts or deesds™.

"Have peace and rest when you cannot see your way clesr,"

"Do not indu2ge in negative gossip which cause mental sberration®,

Regarding his shrine on top of the mountaln ~ "here man faces the
Infinite in repose, which forever showers blessings upcn a1l its
creatures., Almost imperceptihly man's limite«tion of selfishness, greed
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and wanton lust bresks down. [le feels no wore thun one of the miliiens
of God's children who are journeying through this earth for a brief
period of time in thelr eternsl spirituel asdventure."

"On moonlight nights, when the sky lowers itsell with its myriads
of stars and when the wooded hillside and desert play with llghts and
shedows, one's heart is filled with gratitude just to be alivy.

"This i8 your spiritual home of worship. You come and go as you
plasse., You may come here to worship alone, or with your congreguation,
Even to stop here for a brief pericd 18 to commune with God = your
Zternal 3elf., This place iz open every sumuer and it can alsc be kept
open during winter months if necessary., When the summer heat parches
the valley balow, here up in the mountalns it ls cool and peaceful.

The cold spring wabter not only satisfies your thirat, but alsoc invige
orates your bedy."”

How It Came Tc Be,

v3everal years ago a son of nen dreamed that there would be s
place where all Christian denominations, in faet, all children of God,
could worship in their reapective faiths, and yet radiate universsi
love; Christian ethics, brosder tolerance, harmony, devotion and peace,
Gradually the dreamer purchased a ten-acre tract of land with his entire
small fortune in the San Bernardinoe mountains of Southern California,
about 80 miles east of the clty of Los Angeles, .11 that this place
cculd then offer was the magnificent desert view stretching far into
the distant horizon, at an sltitude of 4700 feet, wonderful climate,
ever receding forest covered hills, strewn boulders and tall trees,

There was prectically no roads to the property. ‘“mter was an unknown
factor."

*hen things looked hopeless, miracles began to happen. Some
cexe with contributions of thelr moneyg others with thelr free pro-

fessionael services, and still others with their physicil labor and
suggestions."

Unfortunately the Vorld Var and the inflation has halted the
completion of the beasutiful temple. 1 have written this, hoping that
sensible men, educated, scientific men, will throw thelr welght back
of Yozumdar to complete the gresat architectursl Trinity on top of the
San Bernardino mountains, It should be converted into a great VYorld
University where the best of science and philoesophy is taught, fesarless
to the youth of all natlons,

Curl A, .nderson,
Crestline, Califeornia,



